THE   U.S.S.R.

in the sixteenth century it passed alternately between the
Crimean Tartars and the Turks, remaining as a cause of
dispute between the Russians and the Turks in the eighteenth
century. It was annexed by Russia in 1812. Moldavia, west
of the river Prut, was left to the Turks.                   """

Bukhovina, at the junction of the Polish, Czech, and
Rumanian frontiers, was a principality of Moldavia, occupied
by the Russians in 1769, the, Austrians in 1774, and then was
ceded to Turkey in 1777. From 1849 to 1918, however,
Bukhovina was included within the Austrian crown lands.
After the Revolution part of it passed, together with Bessarabia,
under Rumanian control, and part was taken by Poland.

The Treaty of Paris (1920), by which Bessarabia was
recognized as a province of Rumania, was not signed by
either the United States of America or the U.S.S.R., and the
latter never admitted the legality of Rumania's possession,
but regarded Bessarabia as being Soviet territory occupied
by Rumania.

In 1940 both Northern Bukhovina and Bessarabia came
into the Soviet Union (see note at p. 526).

Relief and Climate
The Russian platform extends under the Volhynia-Podolian
Plateau in the Ukraine and its continuation in Bessarabia to
the Carpathians. It is covered with Tertiary deposits, and
these, overlaid with loess, form the basis of the fertile black
earth region of the Volhynia-Podolian Plateaxa.
Central Bessarabia is deeply dissected by the tributaries
of the Dniester and the Prut, so that from the valleys the
landscape appears very hilly. This is especially noticeable
in the centre of the anticline which passes through this region
from west to east. The soils of the valleys are often poor,
and the land marshy. Forests of beech and oak are common.
In the south the land merges into the Budjak steppes and
the sandy and salt-marsh country around the lagoon-fringed
Black Sea.
The climate is continental, January average temperatures